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5. Summary of Invention . The invention is a hand held 
garden rake configured to enhance downward force for digging and 
raking. The rake has a rod frame which extends from tines 
located at the front end of the rake to a brace located at the 
rear of the rake. The frame is bent to extend back toward the 
front end of the rake, at which point the frame terminates in an 
upwardly extending handle. The brace rests on the forearm, so 
that additional force is developed when the tines of the rake 
are urged downwardly into the ground. The vertical orientation 
of the handle is more natural and comfortable than would be a 
horizontal orientation. The handle is provided with a molded 
grip for cooperating with a user's hand. The brace has a 
resilient cushion for comfort when pressing downwardly on the 
tines. 

6. Issues . 35 USC 103 over Maguire in view of Pfister. 

7. Grouping of Claims. Claims 14-16. 

8. Arguments . There is no teaching in the combination of 
references of Maguire in view of Pfister to combine the two 
references, nor is there a reference suggesting the combination 
of the two references. While it is considered obvious by the 
Examiner, if it were to be so obvious, then the Examiner would 
obviously have a teaching of the obviousness. To resolve the 
issue of obviousness, it is suggested that the claim could be 
amended to insert the word "permanently" in front of "attached" 
(line 5 of independent claim 14) as Maguire teaches a rake or a 
hoe which is removably attached to the implement holder by 
inserting the handle of the rake or hoe into the clamps. 
Pfister 1 s working element consists of three tines attached to 
the frame. 

Claims 15 and 16 further limit claim 14. 
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9. Conclusion , In conclusion, the Examiner's rejection 
should now be reversed. 

If there are any further issues yet to be resolved to 
advance the prosecution of this patent application to issue, th 
Examiner is requested to telephone the undersigned counsel so 
that such issues may be resolved expeditiously. 

Reconsideration and allowance is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HUGH D. JAEGER, P. A. 


/ 

By )Uj^ $ - 

Hugh m Jaeger// (J 
Registration NO. 27,270 
1000 Superior Blvd., Suite 302 
Wayzata, MN 55391-1873 
Telephone: 952-475-1880 
Facsimile: 952-475-2930 

03/08/2004 
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CLAIM APPENDIX 

14. A hand held gardening implement, comprising: 

a. a frame having a longitudinal axis, a proximal end, 
and a distal end; 

b. a working element for piercing the ground in the 
performance of a gardening operation attached to said 
frame at said proximal end of said frame, said working 
element projecting away from said frame in a direction 
which is substantially transverse to the longitudinal 
axis of said frame; 

c. a brace attached to said frame at the distal end of 
said frame, said brace including a cushion having a 
surface oriented for contacting an upwardly directed 
portion of the forearm of a user of the gardening 
implement; 

d. a handle intermediate said working element and said 
brace, said handle projecting away from said frame in 
a direction which is substantially transverse to the 
longitudinal axis of said frame and which is opposite 
to the direction in which said working element 
projects from said frame, said handle including a 
resilient grip; and, 

e. said brace, except for said cushion thereof, and said 
frame being formed of circular metallic rod stock. 

15. The hand held gardening implement as defined in 
claim 14, wherein said working element consists of a plurality 
of tines. 

16. The hand held gardening implement as defined in 
claim 14, wherein said working element consists of a digging 
tool. 
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